
 

Philosophy 
 
Philosophy asks the deepest questions – questions that have haunted humankind since 
its earliest times. It is the first subject amongst subjects and it is true to say that just 
about every academic discipline has its roots in Philosophy. Here’s an example, science 
uses numbers and explores their relationships and their structures. But Philosophy is 
not content with this – it asks the fundamental question: What are numbers? Are they 
physical things? Are they mental things? Are they inventions of the human mind or 
discoveries of a deeper reality beyond and space and time? When I say that 1+1=2 is 
this true because 2 means 1 and 1, and that it’s only a discovery about how we use 

words, or is it more than this?  
These and other abstract and difficult questions are the subject matter of Philosophy. 
 

Entry requirements: 5 A* - C 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Ethan Hall from Whitburn School: St Robert’s 
was my best choice when it came to choosing 
what sixth form I wanted to go to because I felt I 
needed structure and discipline of a school 
environment to not only succeed at A‐level but 
to also succeed at my further education and 
work. I chose philosophy and at St Roberts 

because I was told by teacher at my secondary 
that the philosophy taught here was amazing. I 
have not been disappointed yet. 

 

The Specification 

This divides into two discrete areas:  
1) Epistemology looks at the question of what 

knowledge is. In this section of the course, we 
investigate the question ‘what are the 

fundamental objects of perception?’ These and 
other bewildering questions are examined. 
 
2) Philosophy of Religion . We look at the 
question of the existence of God, the status of 
religious language and other questions. It is 
fashionable to believe that science has somehow 
disproved God’s existence, but it’s hard to see 
how that could be so. The question of God’s 
existence is not a scientific question; it’s a 

matter for Theology and Philosophy. 
 
What Skills are Needed?  
Philosophy has elements of the sciences and the 

arts. You have to scientific precision, rigour and the 

ability to make very fine distinctions. But you, also, 

have to be excellent at expressing yourself in the 

most precise English. It is a difficult subject, but it is 

the most exciting, breath‐taking academic 

adventure possible. It will enrich your life. It will 

make you see the world anew. 
 
Examination: One paper of Three Hours. No 
coursework. 
 

Links with other subjects: Philosophy will 

complement all other subject areas 


