
18th May 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, Students and Friends of the School, 

 

I hope you all continue to be well and coping with the current situation. Over the next few 

weeks the school will be attempting to make contact by telephone with every student in the 

school to check on how they are getting on with school work, but also most importantly 

how they are in general. I shall also be writing to parents and carers regarding initial 

considerations in light of the government's plans for a phased return to school for certain 

year groups. In the meantime I wish you all well and please all stay safe. 

Mr Juric 

 
Reflection: The Comma 

 

A very good friend of mine left teaching a 

while back to dedicate more time to her young 

family. This was not the result of the job 

becoming so overwhelming or that the 

students in her care were not the perfectly 

behaved, self-motivated angels we all desire. 

No, her decision was to pause and reflect, to 

consider her thoughts and her abilities, it was 

her comma. 

 

Her actions and the recent events in all our 

lives have made us all consider what is 

important, namely the health and well-being of 

our families, our friends, our nation and 

indeed all those throughout the world. I like 

many of you, often find the task of work, home 

learning and parenting overwhelming and at 

times difficult but please remember to use 

a comma. Reflect, consider what is important 

and know that what you do is so important to 

so many. You may not be inundated with 

adulation but the impact you have is incredibly 

important. We thank you for your unwavering 

support and we pray that this event is simply a 

comma, a brief pause, before we once again 

return to our normal lives. 

 

Mr Davis 

Head of RE 

 

Let us Pray… 

On Thursday the 14th May, the Diocese of 

Hexham and Newcastle hosted a Diocesan Day 

of Prayer for the sick and their families, NHS 

front-line, social care workers and other key 

workers. The month of May is dedicated to the 

Blessed Virgin Mary so we pray together: 

Hail Mary full of Grace, the Lord 

is with thee. 

Blessed are thou amongst women 

and blessed is the fruit of thy 

womb Jesus. 

Holy Mary Mother of God, 

pray for us sinners now and at the 

hour of our death 

Amen. 
 

Pope Francis, in his weekly address, 

offered prayers to all those within 

education: 

 

“Let’s pray today for students & 

for teachers/school workers who 

need to find new ways to move 

forward with their teaching. May 

the Lord give them courage and 

success.” 
 

 

Mental Health 

Awareness Week 

18th – 24th May 2020 

Hosted by the Mental 

Health Foundation, 

Mental Health 

Awareness Week 

takes place this week 

and focuses on the 

theme of ‘kindness’.  

In a world that is 

increasingly opening 

up to and 

understanding those 

with mental health 

issues, it’s no surprise 

that this week is now 

a firmer fixture on the 

UK calendar. 

The following links 

are useful for 

students, parents and 

families if seeking 

support for mental 

health and well-being: 

www.kooth.com 

www.camhs-

resources.co.uk/ 

www.mentalhealth.or

g.uk/campaigns/ment

al-health-awareness-

week 
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St Godric Finchale House & Cancer Research UK 

I hope you and all your families are keeping well. All your tutors, 

Mrs King and myself want you to take good care of yourself, stay safe 

and look forward to seeing you all when we can.  

I know that right now, times are difficult for us all, but if you can I 

would love you to continue to support our House charity. We started 

in September 2019 supporting Cancer Research UK – as voted for by 

everyone in the House. So far, we’ve raised over £500 which is 

fantastic! Charities need our support even more during this time. If 

you can, as a family, take a look at some of their ideas on the Cancer 

Research UK website. You can continue to take part in Race for life 

from home, or if you are having a clear out they’ve  organised a 

fantastic and safe way to have your unwanted goods collected from 

your home. Ask permission, and get an adult to help! 

If you do take part in fundraising or donating, take a picture of your 

efforts and when we return you can update us with all the good you 

have been doing during lockdown. Doing something positive for 

others during these times can give us a boost to our own wellbeing. 

You are all in our thoughts and prayers,  

Mrs McHale & Mrs King 

 

 

A Celebration of Laudato Si (Care for Our Common Home) 

In 2015 Pope Francis wrote an encyclical letter named ‘Laudato Si’. He addressed the letter to 
all people on the planet urging them to consider the responsibility we have for the 
environment, our common home. To celebrate the 5th anniversary of ‘Laudato Si’ the 
Catholic Education Service have put together a number of resources based on the themes of 
‘Reflect, Prayer & Act’. The link below provides access to their ‘At Home’ and ‘At School’ 
resource packs as well as a fact file of inspiring, nature loving role models and a pack of 
useful print outs. From Saturday 16th May – Friday 24th May we are asked to join Catholics 
across the world to celebrate our common home: 

www.catholiceducation.org.uk/schools/laudato-si-resources 

 

 

 

 

  

At the beginning of March a group of St Robert’s staff 

took part in the Mad March Mare. A10K mud and 

obstacle run around the Northumberland 

Countryside where they faced 35 gruelling obstacles. 

We received an email from our chosen charity ‘Crisis’ 

this week: 

“A huge thank you to a group of teachers from St 

Robert of Newminster RC School & Sixth Form 

College in Washington Tyne and Wear who 

raised £530 by taking on The Mad March Mare” 

The Covid-19 pandemic has had a devastating effect 

on charities, with the cancellation of thousands of 

events and the loss of billions in fundraising income. 

In response, the  2.6 Challenge was launched on 

Sunday 26 April – what would have been the date of 

the 40th London Marathon, the world’s biggest one-

day annual fundraising event. This is a challenge 

for all ages and abilities! Just get thinking of an 

activity based around the numbers 26 or 2.6 and 

complete it. Please ensure you follow Government 

guidelines on exercise and social distancing. 

http://www.catholiceducation.org.uk/schools/laudato-si-resources
http://comms.crisis.org.uk/c/1jWtE5hFBG11HDeG1kDpm
http://comms.crisis.org.uk/c/1jWtH6PQpwOZAnN63wuQ1
http://comms.crisis.org.uk/c/1jWtH6PQpwOZAnN63wuQ1


 

PPE Equipment  

 

 

 

 

 

 

A huge thank you to the Design Technology Department at St 

Robert’s who put their expertise to good use to supply PPE 

equipment. The visors were created using the school’s 3D printer 

and have been supplied to various key workers in the local area. St 

Robert’s, like many schools throughout the country is proud to 

support our NHS workers as well as those who work in the care 

sector. Hopefully this equipment will prove invaluable in the 

measures taken to combat the Covid-19 pandemic.  

Sixth Form News 

Yr11 Bridging Work 

Students returning to start Year 12 in September are working well 

on their preparation tasks for their new courses in 6th Form. 

Subject departments have provided a wonderful variety of 

engaging and challenging tasks to better prepare students for 

their A Level courses. Details of these tasks can be found on the 

school website. In addition to subject tasks, there are a range of 

general study skills tasks and instructions on how best to 

approach the preparation work. 

 

Yr12 

Students should be engaging with the weekly work set by their 

subject teachers. Details of all tasks can be found on the school 

website. Students should also be accessing their Unifrog account 

and completing the tasks that will prepare them for university, 

apprenticeship or employment applications. 

 

Yr13 

Students should be preparing for their university courses. 

Enrichment tasks will be available from subject areas. The 

deadline for making final choices on university offers is June 18th. 

The deadline for applications for student loans is usually the end 

of May although this has not been confirmed yet.  Students who 

are looking for apprenticeships or employment should contact the 

6th Form if they need any help with applications or finding 

opportunities. 

 

Email 

Students should check their college emails regularly for further 

information and updates from Mr Bayne. 

 

Duke of Edinburgh 

All over the UK, participants have been changing their 

Volunteering, Physical and Skills activities to ones they can do 

from home, so they don't miss out on their DofE during lockdown. 

If you haven't changed yours yet, it's really easy to do: 

1. Choose your new activity (take a look at our DofE With A 

Difference ideas list or Opportunity Finder for 

inspiration). 

2. Get your Leader's approval. 

3. Find an Assessor, which can be your Leader, a family 

friend or someone else. 

4. Change your activity using the DofE app on your phone 

or using desktop eDofE. Download the app for free from 

the App Store and Google Play. 

And don't forget – you can now change your activities more than 

once, and time spent on your previous activities will still count.  

Let us know on social media using #DofEWithADifference. 

 

Recognition of Excellent Effort 

As we approach half term we thought this the perfect 

time to give some of our pupils a virtual pat on the 

back. Teachers have been nominating those pupils 

they feel have really risen to the challenge of remote 

learning and on Friday, the first of our e-postcards 

will be arriving in pupil inboxes. If your child is one 

of the recipients, please congratulate them on our 

behalf. If their mail box is empty, tell them not to be 

disappointed: e-postcards will be sent every Friday 

until the end of the summer term so there is lots of 

time left to be recognised. As always, thank you to 

parents and carers for supporting our pupils as they 

work from home.  

http://dofemagazine.org/_act/link.php?mId=C939491869085256777042363zzzzz64d2d2bbb5b8d02dade1cff4ec592deb0a559ff0c6f29c2f2ad3f4d91bbd923fcc&tId=418777770
http://dofemagazine.org/_act/link.php?mId=C939491869085256777042363zzzzz64d2d2bbb5b8d02dade1cff4ec592deb0a559ff0c6f29c2f2ad3f4d91bbd923fcc&tId=418777770
http://dofemagazine.org/_act/link.php?mId=C939491869085256777042363zzzzz64d2d2bbb5b8d02dade1cff4ec592deb0a559ff0c6f29c2f2ad3f4d91bbd923fcc&tId=418777773
http://dofemagazine.org/_act/link.php?mId=C939491869085256777042363zzzzz64d2d2bbb5b8d02dade1cff4ec592deb0a559ff0c6f29c2f2ad3f4d91bbd923fcc&tId=418777776
http://dofemagazine.org/_act/link.php?mId=C939491869085256777042363zzzzz64d2d2bbb5b8d02dade1cff4ec592deb0a559ff0c6f29c2f2ad3f4d91bbd923fcc&tId=418777779
http://dofemagazine.org/_act/link.php?mId=C939491869085256777042363zzzzz64d2d2bbb5b8d02dade1cff4ec592deb0a559ff0c6f29c2f2ad3f4d91bbd923fcc&tId=418777782


Work Experience Update 

During these unprecedented times we are working hard to finalise Work Experience 

placements for Year 10 and Year 12 pupils.  Most of the vetting carried out by 

Futureworks are now complete.  However we await further instructions from the 

government regarding the lockdown as to whether placements will go ahead this 

year.  Further updates will be provided via this newsletter and text message when we 

have more information.              

Regards  Mr Green  Assistant Headteacher 

  

 

Careers in Action – Your Future Your Choice 

 

Sixth Form Careers Websites 

Pupils in the Sixth Form may find these post18 careers websites useful. 

1. www.theuniversityguys.com (studying overseas) 

2. https://www.theuniguide.co.uk 

3. https://www.whatuni.com 

4. https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk 

5. https://www.allaboutcareers.com 

6. https://www.scholarshipin.com (UK and International study) 

 

General Website Links 

The National Careers Service: 

www.nationalcareers.service.gov.uk  

Offers information, advice and guidance on careers, job profiles, learning, 

employment and apprenticeships. 

Contact: 0800 100 900 or chat using webchat 

www.icould.com career advice and the world of work 

www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk Vacancies on 

local apprenticeships and how to search.  You can also receive alerts 

to vacancies.  

Amazing Apprenticeships Parents' Resources   

www.amazingapprenticeships.com/parents-resources  

Advice on how to search for vacancies as well as listing local 

apprenticeship vacancies.   

www.parentalguidance.org.uk Advice on career choices 

www.labourmarketnortheast.co.uk Local Labour Market Information 

www.prospects.ac.uk  Find out about University course, options, 

careers advice 

www.ucas.com  

www.notgoingtouni.co.uk Find out about alternative options to 

university including employment, training, gap years etc  

Target Careers www.targetcareers.co.uk  to help school leavers make 

decisions about their future. Explore options for careers, university or 

apprenticeships and get help applying successfully  

 Assessment Day www.assessmentday.co.uk practice aptitude tests 

Current Apprenticeship vacancies (see 

www.findanapprenticeship.service.org.uk)  

 

 

 

What's Engineering all about? 

Engineers are professional miracle workers, designing the amazing things 

we use in our everyday lives. Smartphones and computers, robots and 

racing cars, railways and wind turbines, even foods - these are all designed 

by engineers. Engineers use a logic, maths and scientific principles to 

design and improve technology, buildings and all sorts of other things.  

Check out this article to learn what makes a great engineer. 

What jobs are out there? 

Here are some of the main types of engineers: 

• Civil engineers work on the built environment around us - that 

means houses, office blocks, bridges, roads, railways and tunnels. 

• Mechanical engineers design machinery, from dishwashers to 

wind turbines to the machines that build our products. 

• Chemical engineers figure out how to mix raw chemical 

materials to make them perform useful functions - working in the 

manufacture of food, medicines, materials and nuclear science.  

• Environmental engineers create systems that protect the 

environment such as structures that stop the coast from eroding.  

• Biomedical engineers design technology that provides medical 

solutions, such as artificial body parts or devices that aid medical 

specialists in their work. 

• Electronic engineers develop circuitry to make our gadgets 

smaller, more powerful and more efficient.  

• Software engineers design computer applications like the mobile 

app or internet browser you're reading this email in, as well as 

programs that run behind the scenes or inside products. 

Read about these in more detail  in our in-depth article. 

 

 

To see up to date job vacancies follow (hold CTRL): 

https://www.northernskills.co.uk/apprentices/

apprenticeship-job-vacancies 

Email: careers@strobertofnewminster.co.uk 

Local Apprenticeships 
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Message from Mr Clark  

Thank you for the fantastic work we have been 

receiving lately and a big well done on adapting to 

our new way of working. Parents/carers please 

continue to encourage your child to access the 

work regularly and complete the tasks set by their 

teachers. Many thanks for the support with the 

online work so far and I wish you and your 

families well. We have attached some more 

examples of work pupils have produced using 

Microsoft Forms as well as work that has been 

sent in via email: 

 


