
11th May 2020 

VE DAY 2020 

It really was the most brilliant 
day:  
It was 1945; it was the 8th of 
May;  
It is a date, forever 
remembered,  
As the day when Germany 
finally surrendered. 
 
The war across Europe had 
come to an end:  
A war in which many had lost 
family or friend;  
It was a day of much 
celebration 
In towns and cities across many 
a nation. 
 
Very soon after they had heard 
the great news,  
Communities came together 
and really let loose;  
Folk, they rejoiced: there was a 
great atmosphere,  
With many a pub running right 
out of beer. 
 
Soldiers and sailors were 
dancing the Conga:  
The line, which they formed, 
growing longer and longer;  
People danced in the streets 
and danced in the parks - 
They danced and they danced 
until way after dark. 
 
From out of folks' windows, 
lights dared to glow,  
And many a gallon of cheap 
champagne flowed. 
A kaleidoscope of colour lit up 
the night - 
As did blazing bonfires, which 
were burning so bright. 
 
People held parties right there 
in the street,  
With sweet and savoury dishes 
laid out to eat;  
There was Homity pie, and 
Corned Beef Hash,  
Bread with Beef Dripping, and 
Faggots with mash. 
 
There were Glory buns, Welsh 
cakes, and bread, spread with 
jam,  
Apple Brown Betty, Plum 
Charlotte, and even Prune flan;  
There were scones, carrot 
cookies, and eggless Fruit 
Cake,  
Rock buns, Jam Tarts - all 
hastily baked. 
 
The people of Europe were 
finally free,  
And many a face was shining 
with glee;  
At the Western Front, the 
fighting had ceased,  
And, all throughout Europe, 
there was now, much 
welcomed, peace.  

Angela Wybrow 

Dear Parents/Carers, Students and Friends of the School 

  

Welcome to our weekly newsletter. The Government announced last week the return of all pupils to school 

from September. As ever, the health and well-being of pupils and staff will be our priority and we will follow 

the government guidance to safeguard against the spread of Covid-19. As we near the end of the academic year 

the school continues to support all our pupils with high quality learning opportunities. Pupils in Year 7, 8 and 9 

have been able to submit work to their teachers and receive support through the department help emails. Over 

the last 4 weeks we have welcomed the return of our Year 10 and Year 12 pupils to school. As ever, the school 

website provides all the support and guidance pupils require for their remote learning.  

   

 

 

 

“Come to me, all you who labour and are 

burdened, and I will give you rest” 

 

Yesterday’s Gospel from Matthew fits extremely 

well with the country wide effort to mark the 72nd 

birthday of the NHS. On Sunday 5th July at 5pm our 

streets were once again filled with people showing 

their appreciation of the dedicated NHS workers 

and health care professionals who have helped 

steer the country through this pandemic.  

 

It has now been over 100 days since the country 

went into lockdown. For those working on the 

frontline of the health service this has meant having 

to adapt to exceptional circumstances and in some 

cases isolate themselves form their own families to 

offer care to those in greatest need.   

 

As we in education approach the summer break we 

keep in our thoughts those who might not have that 

same opportunity. The words of Jesus remind us 

that many will be burdened by their labour and 

concerned about their jobs and livelihoods. We 

keep all of these people in the forefront of our 

minds and pray that our leaders can provide them 

with the reassurance they need so they can find 

rest.  

 
 

 
 

Pope Francis – Prayer to Mary for Protection 

during the COVID–19 Pandemic 

 

O Mary, 

you always brighten our path 

as a sign of salvation and of hope. 

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the 

Sick, who at the cross took part in Jesus' 

pain, while remaining steadfast in faith. 

 

O loving mother you know what we need, 

and we are confident that you will provide 

for us as at Cana in Galilee, 

 

Intercede for us with your son Jesus The 

Devine physician for those who have fallen 

ill, For those who are vulnerable and for 

those who have died. Intercede also for 

those charged with protecting the health 

and safety of others and for those who are 

tending to the sick and seeking a cure 

 

Help us, O Mother of Divine Love, 

to conform to the will of the Father 

and to do as we are told by Jesus, 

who took upon himself our sufferings 

and carried our sorrows 

So as to lead us, through the cross, 

to the glory of the resurrection. 

Amen. 

 

Under thy protection, we seek refuge, O 

Holy Mother of God. In our needs despise 

not our petitions but deliver us always from 

all dangers, O glorious and blessed Virgin. 

Amen 

 

Do you need to speak 

to someone for 

support? 

 

For those who are 

seeking a Priest with 

whom they can speak 

at this time, could you 

please contact the 

Parish Priest at your 

local Church. You can 

find your local Church 

telephone number by 

visiting our Church 

directory and selecting 

the link for your 

church. This link will 

display the Church 

contact details. 

 

Dedicated counsellors 

and listeners are also 

available at the 

Cathedral Listening 

Service on 0191 232 

6953 and on the 

Northumberland 

Listening Service on 

07732 980740. 

 

Diocesan Spiritual 

Support 

These resources have 

been created to 

support you and your 

loved ones in this 

unprecedented time of 

the COVID–19 

pandemic.  

 

Resources for times of 

grieving'  

 

Prayers for the sick'  

 

Contains a collection of 

Catholic prayers to 

comfort you and your 

loved ones during 

difficult times of 

sickness.  
 

6th July 2020 

about:blank
http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/churches07/churchtowns.php
http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/churches07/churchtowns.php


Mental Health and Well-Being  

NHS England have identified 5 steps that both young people and their parents can do to support their mental health 
and well-being. Trying these things could help you feel more positive and able to get the most out of the time when 
you are at home rather than school. It is really important that you pay attention to your well-being and the well-being 
of those around you. There are also a number of useful websites which provide support in this area: 

www.kooth.com this is a free, confidential, online mental health service for children and young people 

https://www.camhs-resources.co.uk/  

This site was created for young people, carers and professionals to pool together lots of helpful resources from across 
the internet that are available to help support your mental health and well-being. 

 

 

 

 

Keeping Safe over the summer 

With the warmer weather, easing of lockdown and schools unlikely to open fully prior to 

September we want to remind all our young people about keeping safe. The points below are a 

guide to help keep our young people safe over the summer: 

1. Go swimming at properly-supervised sites 

We understand the temptation to want to go swimming at open water sites, especially during the 

hot weather. Things to consider when open water swimming, even on a hot day, are that the water 

might be a lot colder or deeper than you were expecting and there may be strong currents and 

underwater debris that you cannot see from the bank. Consider how you are going to get out of the 

water before you get in, and be honest about your swimming ability. Avoid swimming near weirs, 

both upstream and downstream, there may be strong underwater currents and hazards that you 

may not be aware of. 

2. Stay alert 

 

We can all help control the virus if we all stay alert. This means you must stay at home as much as 

possible, limit contact with other people (avoid congregating in large groups until the evidence 

suggests it is safe), keep your distance if you go out (2 metres apart where possible) and wash your 

hands regularly. 

 

 

 

 

Virtual Olympic Games 

During the summer the Olympic Games were meant to take 

place in Japan. Unfortunately these games have been 

postponed until 2021. In response to this, Team St Robert’s 

have put together their own virtual Olympic Games.  

Pupils in each house have written their Virtual Games Oaths, 

took part in an Olympics Kahoot quiz as well as a variety of 

physical activities. Points are up for grabs and the totals are 

changing daily. We encourage a big effort from all pupils in 

the last two weeks to try and take your house to Olympic 

glory. Find out more at Team St Robert’s website: 

https://teamstroberts.com/virtual-olympic-games/games-

programme/ 

 

about:blank
https://www.camhs-resources.co.uk/
https://teamstroberts.com/virtual-olympic-games/games-programme/
https://teamstroberts.com/virtual-olympic-games/games-programme/


 

Phone Calls  

 

Over the next two weeks pupils in Years 7, 8 and 9 will be 

receiving a well-being phone call from their tutor or Head 

of House. As Year 10 and Year 12 pupils have had the 

opportunity to be in school there will not be phone calls to 

all pupils in those groups. 

 

The phone calls are a great opportunity to speak to your 

teacher, celebrate the hard work that you have been doing 

during the school closure and also seek help and support if 

you are finding the home learning difficult.  

 

Parents of pupils in Year 7, 8 and 9 be aware that you may 

well receive a phone call from a withheld number in the 

coming weeks. Please answer the phone as it is likely to be 

from us.  

 

 

Accessing Home Learning & Microsoft Forms  

 

Year 12 Team’s Teaching    

A big thank you to all our Year 12 pupils that have taken 

part in the Microsoft Teams Teaching opportunities over 

the last two weeks. The uptake has been excellent and 

teachers have been able to support their pupils more 

directly. Team’s lessons will continue and we encourage all 

pupils to check and respond to their email invitations. 

Check out the 6th Form Newsletter for more details. 

In addition to the live Team’s lessons your teachers will 

continue to upload work remotely and provide feedback 

on the work you submit. The various quizzes, written tasks 

and activities are designed to help you keep up to date 

with your A Level courses.   

 

September Planning & 2021 Examinations  

Schools were given guidance from the Government last 

week regarding students returning to school from 

September: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-

schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-

full-opening-schools 

Our task is to get all students back into school and 

learning, while also maintaining safe practices for all 

concerned and minimising risk.  

In regards to our current Year 10 and Year 12 pupils we 

have also received consultation documents on how public 

examinations may look in 2021. The various subject areas 

in school will be looking closely at the findings of the 

consultation to ensure that all our pupils are fully prepared 

for this important stage: 

Ofqual Consultation on Examinations 

 

  

Step 1: 

Click on the student 

revision panel on the 

School Homepage. 

 

Step 2: 

Follow the link to 

pupil resources. 

 

Step 3 

Click on the folder of 

the Year group you 

are in. Follow the 

dated links to your 

work. These folders 

contain lesson plans 

with direct links to 

Microsoft Forms 

where you can 

complete tasks and 

receive feedback.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/897137/Consultation_on_proposed_changes_to_the_assessment_of_GCSEs__AS_and_A_levels_in_2021_020620.pdf


Message from Mr Clark  

Thank you again for the fantastic work we have 

been receiving lately and a big well done on 

adapting to our new way of working. It has been 

fantastic to see so many students engaging with 

the work and producing high quality 

responses across a range of different subjects. 

Parents/carers please continue to encourage your 

child to access the work regularly and complete 

the tasks set by their teachers.  

 

Year 7 Geography Letter 

 

As part of the Biomes topic, Year 7 have been 

learning all about how to protect the tropical 

rainforests. They were asked to write a letter to Mr 

Juric suggesting how the school could help in the 

fight to reduce deforestation. There were some 

fantastic letters. Further details of this can be seen 

on the Geography ‘Instagram’ page.  

 

 

 

Some fantastic work from our young scientists that has been 

submitted this week: 

Super effort from our GCSE Historians. Just short 

of 1500 GCSE Pod’s watched in the last 3 months. 

Thanks for your continued efforts… 


