
 
 

 
 

  

 

 

Examination Board:  AQA A level Biology (Specification code: 7402) 

Number of 
Examination Papers:  

 Paper 1: AS topics 1-4 including relevant practical skills 

 Paper 2: A2 topics 5-8  including relevant practical skills 

 Paper 3: Synoptic and essay. Topics 1-8  including relevant practical skills 

Structure of 
Examination Papers:  
 

 Each paper is 2hrs long. The three papers make up 100% of the 
qualification. The percentage weighting is 35% for papers 1 & 2 and 30% 
for paper 3.  

Key Information:   The A level course is a two year, linear curriculum. 

 The qualification is 100% examination based. 

 One or more of the 12 required practical activities could be examined on 

any paper, particularly paper 3. Marks for spelling, punctuation and 

grammar (SPAG) are also awarded. 

 Papers 1 and 2 have a mixture of short answer, long answer and extended 

response questions.  

 Paper 2 includes comprehension style questions linked to data. 

 Paper 3 requires students to critically analyse experimental data and write 

a 25 mark synoptic essay.  

 There are no planned changes to the assessments for A-level Physics in 
2021. 

 Summer 2021 exams in A-level Biology will follow the same structure and 
format as those in summer 2019. They will assess all of the components 
and objectives described in the specifications, including students’ 
knowledge and understanding of the apparatus and techniques and the 
required practical activities. 

Where could I find 
past papers and 
mark schemes? 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/biology-7401-
7402/assessment-resources?f.Sub-
category%7CF=Sample+papers+and+mark+schemes 
 

What are the best 
websites to help me 
revise this subject? 

https://mathsmadeeasy.co.uk/a-level-biology-revision/ 
https://alevelbiology.co.uk/revision/ 
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/biology-revision/a-level-aqa/ 
https://snaprevise.co.uk/ 
 

What are the best 
ways to revise for 
this subject? 

1. Regular self-testing: Use flash cards to cover past topics. The 
following website is a useful resource to create your 
own: https://www.brainscape.com/   

2. Your notes and the textbook: Revise by using your notes and the 
textbook on Kerboodle. These are your best revision resource. The 
Department also offer the opportunity to buy revision guides. This is 
another useful resource that contains concise revision notes and exam 
practice questions complete with mark scheme.  
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3. Past papers: Answer questions from past papers. Make sure you know 
the difference between the question styles and understand the 
command words used. Make use of the examiner reports as well. 
Practice makes perfect!   

4. Making the links: understand that the content and skills you cover in one 
topic or year of study is transferable to others. Paper 3 is synoptic, which 
means you will be asked about AS and A2 content. 

5. Maths for scientists: Develop the maths skills to support you in answering 
questions. You will be expected to carry out calculations, calculate 
percentages and ratios, read values and find gradients from graphs as 
well as describing relationships. These are all topics you have covered at 
GCSE.  


